
 

 
 

Item No. 5d  

Town of Atherton 
 

 

 

PARK AND RECREATION COMMITTEE – REGULAR AGENDA 

 
TO: PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE 

FROM: SALLY BENTZ-DALTON – PARK MANAGER 

DATE: MAY 5TH, 2021 

SUBJECT:  Park Tree Walk project and brochure information and feedback 

 
 

Background 

 

Betsy Colby an Atherton resident and a Tree Committee member came up with the idea and recruited Julie 

Robertson, Atherton resident and Park & Rec Committee member as well as Dorothy Hunter President of the 

Atherton Arts Foundation to work on this project with staff.  

 

The idea is an official tree ID walk around the park that includes a brochure that highlights the history of the park 

as well as gives information on the 24 trees with a map in the middle of the brochure.  

 

Betsy walked around the park on multiple occasions and compiled a list of trees to highlight. Staff and the 

brochure committee went through the list and edited it a few times before it ended up with the final draft list of 24 

specimen trees attached. Dorothy Hunter and the Art Foundation members have started drawing the 24 trees to be 

in the brochure.  

 

The cost of the project will include the printing of the brochure, updating the plastic green tree ID signs, 

adding/fixing a few of the 4x4 posts and if decided signage and or a brochure holder. It was found that 10- 4x4 

posts are needed as well as 24 new tree ID plaques. A discussion was had about the paper brochure. The brochure 

committee would like to have a paper copy available at the Town Center and or Art Foundation as well as the 

website if a brochure holder is chosen not to be installed at the park as the start of the walk. The Town has 

concerns about the vandalism of the brochures, the weather issues of having them outside as well as ongoing cost 

of printing. One of the ideas was only put copies of the brochures on good weather weekends in the holder and 

during the week, a copy could be picked up.   

 

The estimated cost for this project is:  

 

Acrylic green ID plaques-24 = $400  

Copies of the brochure – 500 copies = $705.00 

Pressure treated wood 4x4x10’ - $24 each -4 = $100 

Signage stating the walk and where to get the electronic or paper brochure- Varies – Estimated $500  

Brochure holder- Varies – estimated $500  

 

 

 



The brochure committee has reserved COVID pending an event August 21st and 22nd. The event would be the Art 

Foundations art show that would include the original tree artwork that is in the brochure located in the Jennings 

Pavilion. On Saturday, the 21st and 22n and on Sunday the 22nd the idea is to have staff, or another arborist conduct 

the tree walk with the community. There would be kids’ activities and a master gardener table etc. to kick off the 

brochure and official HPP tree walk.  

 

Discussion 

 

Staff is looking for feedback from the Committee on the project. Feedback on the cost or the project, if this is 

something the park can accommodate as well as paper printing vs. electronic version. Any feedback on a brochure 

holder and costs of printing expense.  

 

 

Examples of signage and brochure holders 
 

  

 
 

 

Attachments: Example draft of the brochure, List of trees on walk  
 































HPP trees along path & around house - start at parking

common name scientific name column  row path #

brochure 

pages post sign notes

Shumardi Red Oak Quercus shumardii D 4 1 yes need new

Norway Maple Acer platanoides B 4 2 yes replace wo QR

Coast Live Oak Quercus agrifolia A 7 3 need need new pick which oak to feature

Redwood Grove Sequoia sempervirens A 9 4 need need new

Blue Atlas Cedar Cedrus atlantica 'Glauca' B 9 5 need need new clean dead wood

Blue Gum Eucalyptus Eucalyptus globulus G 9 6 6&7 need need new maybe put sign on fence

Cajeput Melaleuca quinquenervia I 9 7 6&7 need need new maybe put sign on fence

Giant Sequoia Sequoiadendron giganteum J 9 8 need need new

Douglas Fir Pseudotsuga menziesii M 9 9 yes replace wo QRclean dead wood

Elm experimental grove Ulmus varieties P 8 10 need need new put near big VASE shaped tree in center

Deodar Cedar Cerdus deodara R 7 11 need need new

Pin Oak Quercus palustris V 5 12 need need new add barriers on path so people don't cut off curve

Tulip Tree Liriodendron tulipifera U 1 13 yes replace wo QRmaybe put sign on fence

Crepe Myrtle Lagerstroemia indica R 1 14 yes replace wo QR

Valley Oak Quercus lobata M 3 15 need need new

Cockspur Hawthorn Crataegus crus-galli J 4 16 16 & 17 yes replace wo QR

Sweet Gum Liquidambar styraciflua J 4 17 16 & 17 yes replace wo QRmaybe another sign near path

Chaste Tree Vitex agnus-castus L 5 18 yes replace wo QR

Southern Magnolia Magnolia grandiflora K 6 19 19 & 20 yes replace wo QR

Saucer Magnolia Magnolia soulangeana J 6 20 19 & 20 yes replace wo QR

Japanese Maple Acer palmatum J 6 21 yes replace wo QR

Monkey Puzzle Araucaria arucana I 6 22 yes replace wo QR

Olive Olea europaea H 2 23 yes replace wo QR

Ornamental Pomegranate Punica granatum F 4 24 yes replace wo QRtrim broken branch, dig out oak


